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During the early months of the COVID-19 pandemic, there was a 
demonstrated need for clear and consistent information for how to work 
to mitigate the risk of getting COVID-19 among children in the places 
where they live, learn, and play. Information was especially needed for 
ECE facilities, where many children spend most of their active hours 
during the day and may be at increased risk for exposure to COVID-19 and 
other environmental health hazards. The Collaborative was established 
for organizations to share best practices and share the needs they were 
hearing from their membership. In addition, the work was to focus on 
environmental health issues specifically that arose due to the COVID-19 
pandemic that applied to ECEs. To meet this challenge and provide 
coordination for ECE-related resources and tools, the Agency for Toxic 
Substances and Disease Registry provided support to establish the 
COVID-19 Early Care and Education Collaborative. 
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The COVID–19 Early Care 
and Education Collaborative 

identified gaps and developed 
more than 90 resources 

to educate a range of 
community collaborators 

who support early care and 
education of children across 

the nation.



The Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry 

(ATSDR), based in Atlanta, Georgia, is a federal public 

health agency of the U.S. Department of Health and 

Human Services. ATSDR protects communities from 

harmful health effects related to exposure to natural 

and man-made hazardous substances by responding 

to environmental health emergencies, investigating 

emerging environmental health threats, conducting 

research on the health impacts of hazardous waste 

sites, and building capabilities of and providing 

actionable guidance to state and local health partners.

Agency for Toxic Substances 
and Disease Registry (ATSDR)

The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) was founded in 1930 to serve as 

https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/
https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/
https://www.aap.org/
https://www.aap.org/
/eh-topic/covid-ece-collaborative


/eh-topic/covid-ece-collaborative
https://asphn.org/covid-19-resources/
https://asphn.org/covid-19-resources/
https://www.astho.org/
https://www.astho.org/
https://cehn.org/covid19-resources/#child-care-early-learning-settings
https://cehn.org/covid19-resources/#child-care-early-learning-settings


National Center for 
Healthy Housing

National Environmental 
Health Association

National Association of County 
and City Health Officials

The mission of 

the National 

Association of 

County and City 

Health Officials (NACCHO) is to improve the health of 

communities by strengthening and advocating for local 

health departments. NACCHO is the only organization 

dedicated to serving every local health department in 

the nation. NACCHO serves approximately 3,000 local 

health departments and is the leader in providing 

cutting-edge, skill-building, professional resources 

and programs; seeking health equity; and supporting 

effective local public health practice and systems.

The mission of 

the National 

Center for Health 

Housing (NCHH) is "Transforming lives by transforming 

https://nchh.org/information-and-evidence/learn-about-healthy-housing/safe-cleaning-and-disinfection/
https://nchh.org/information-and-evidence/learn-about-healthy-housing/safe-cleaning-and-disinfection/
/eh-topic/covid-ece-collaborative
/eh-topic/covid-ece-collaborative
https://www.naccho.org/programs/our-covid-19-response/environmental-health-and-covid-19-resource-library
https://www.naccho.org/programs/our-covid-19-response/environmental-health-and-covid-19-resource-library


This project utilized existing strategic 
partnerships and collaboration maintained and 
fostered by the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention’s (CDC) National Center for 
Environmental Health (NCEH) and Agency for 
Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) 
to strengthen coordination and communication 
around safe practices in ECE settings during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. More detailed information 
about Health in All Policies (HiAP) is outlined in 
NACCHO's Local Health Department Strategies 
for Implementing Health in All Policies fact sheet.
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Structure 
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for Implementing Health in All Policies 7
HiAP is a change in the 

systems that determine 

how decisions are made 

and implemented by 

local, state, and federal 

governements to ensure 

policy decisions have 

neutral or beneficial 

impacts on health 

departments.

NACCHO - Health in All Policies

       THE COLLABORATIVE IN ACTION
       Embodying the Strategies of Health in 
       All Policies to Foster Collaboration
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https://www.cdc.gov/nceh/
https://www.cdc.gov/nceh/
https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/
https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/
https://www.naccho.org/uploads/downloadable-resources/Programs/Community-Health/factsheet_hiap_dec2014-1.pdf
https://www.naccho.org/uploads/downloadable-resources/Programs/Community-Health/factsheet_hiap_dec2014-1.pdf
https://www.naccho.org/programs/community-health/healthy-community-design/health-in-all-policies




Key Successes of the Collaborative Model



The COVID-19 ECE Collaborative identified gaps and developed more 

than 90 resources to educate a range of community collaborators who 

support early care and education of children across the nation. This 

included: home- and facility-based ECE providers; licensing agencies; 

state, territorial, tribal, and local health departments; the environmental 

health workforce who supports or interacts with childcare facilities; and 

national associations and accreditation organizations associated with 

early childhood education.

Examples of those resources on COVID-19 in ECE facilities include: NEHA’s 

COVID ECE webpage, webinars, infographics, fact sheets, assessments, 

checklist forms, tool kits, and other methods to engage stakeholders. 



The organizations in the COVID-19 ECE Collaborative have members 

who look to them for guidance and ECE resources. Some members may 

only be associated with one organization, which could result in missing 

important information. This Collaborative provided the opportunity for 

developed resources to be promoted throughout multiple organizations 

and allowed developed materials to reach a wider range of audiences. 
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Collaborative 
partnerships can be 

established in real time 
and use HiAP strategies 
to address public health 
challenges and protect 

children’s health.  
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/sites/default/files/eh-topics/healthy-homes/ECE COVID-19 Assessment Form.docx
/sites/default/files/eh-topics/healthy-homes/ECE COVID-19 Checklist.docx
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:6c138b2a-7dcc-4d7b-ad51-045d4b2b3d84
https://cehn.org/download/ehcc-covid-19-indoor-air-quality/
https://www.pehsu.net/_Library/facts/PEHSU_Fact_Sheet_Hand_Sanitizers_Families_5_2021_FINAL.pdf
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnchh.org%2Finformation-and-evidence%2Flearn-about-healthy-housing%2Fsafe-cleaning-and-disinfection%2Fhealthy-homes-guide%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ccwalker%40neha.org%7Ce308cbe1e2244c4cdac908d941759bf6%7C6f21da2fd84b418793001485f11536c5%7C0%7C0%7C637612797153514341%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=49bogJ8BRq3U4ecBtjYmmPoScH0I3PcABttGtFKXWP0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnchh.org%2Fresource-library%2Fhealthy-homes-guide-to-cleaning-and-disinfection_pl.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Ccwalker%40neha.org%7Ce308cbe1e2244c4cdac908d941759bf6%7C6f21da2fd84b418793001485f11536c5%7C0%7C0%7C637612797153534254%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=69Hzc0WzCMd%2BA5XW3C3IgDJEPYGsHfbSzNhB3Ev%2FyAc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.astho.org/COVID-19/Indoor-Air-Quality-in-Early-Care-and-Education-Facilities/
https://cehn.org/download/ehcc-covid-19-general-guidance-cleaning-and-disinfecting/
https://cehn.org/download/ehcc-covid-19-disinfecting/
https://www.pehsu.net/_Library/_documents/Safer_Disinfectants_Fact_Sheet_English.pdf
https://www.astho.org/Programs/Environmental-Health/State-Environmental-Health-Directors/APPLETREE-Awards/Arkansas/
https://www.astho.org/Programs/Environmental-Health/State-Environmental-Health-Directors/APPLETREE-Awards/Informed-Green-Solutions/
https://www.astho.org/Programs/Environmental-Health/State-Environmental-Health-Directors/APPLETREE-Awards/Kentucky/
https://www.astho.org/Programs/Environmental-Health/State-Environmental-Health-Directors/APPLETREE-Awards/Indiana/


RESOURCE TYPE RESOURCES

INFOGRAPHICS  • 10 VALUABLE HEALTHY HOMES RESOURCES FOR HOME-BASED CHILD CARE PROVIDERS | NCHH
 • CLEAN AWAY COVID THOROUGHLY AND OFTEN | ASPHN
 • CLEAN AWAY COVID WITH CLEAN HANDS | ASPHN
 • CLEAN AWAY COVID WITH THE RIGHT TOOLS | ASPHN
 • CLEANING & SANITIZING TOYS | NEHA
 • DIAPER CHANGING BEST PRACTICES | NEHA
 • FOOD PREP & SERVICE | NEHA
 • IMPROVING INDOOR AIR QUALITY DURING COVID-19 | NEHA
 • SAFER DISINFECTANTS | PEHSU
 • SAFER DISINFECTANTS COMIC STRIP - COVID FOCUS | PEHSU
 • SAFE DISINFECTANTS COMIC STRIP - NON-COVID FOCUS | PEHSU

ON-THE-JOB RESOURCES  • CHOOSE SAFE PLACES  | NEHA
 • COVID-19 SOCIAL MEDIA MARKETING TOOLKIT | CEHN
 • GREEN CLEANING EARLY CHILD CARE RESOURCE | PEHSU
 • HOW TO CHOOSE A PORTABLE AIR CLEANER | CEHN
 • KEY TIMES TO CLEAN TOYS | CDC
 • SCIENCE BRIEF: SARS-COV-2 AND SURFACE (FOMITE) TRANSMISSION FOR INDOOR COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENTS | CDC
 • SCHOOL SETTINGS | COVID-19 | CDC
 • WHEN YOU’VE BEEN FULLY VACCINATED | CDC

RESOURCE WEBPAGES  • COVID-19 EARLY CARE AND EDUCATION COLLABORATIVE | NEHA
 • COVID-19 RESOURCES | CEHN
 • COVID-19 RESPONSE / SAFER DISINFECTANT USE | PEHSU
 • CLEAN AWAY COVID | ASPHN
 • ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH AND COVID-19 RESOURCE LIBRARY | NACCHO
 • SAFE CLEANING & DISINFECTION | NCHH
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https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fnchh.org%2Fresource-library%2F10-valuable-healthy-homes-resources-for-home-based-child-care-providers.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Ccwalker%40neha.org%7C043210521cd74377d75c08d937f0e839%7C6f21da2fd84b418793001485f11536c5%7C0%7C0%7C637602330691040328%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ttgEoYvRFYs9Q9m7%2Bl73OyGaE%2B0ghb9mes0OYuMKT1U%3D&reserved=0
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:3571600d-2044-4355-8b13-40b6bddfd15c
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:f6e62380-dd5b-4e10-8f0f-73c365909326
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:f3216253-d5fe-4d55-9b2d-727b63fa6128
/sites/default/files/eh-topics/healthy-homes/Cleaning %26 Sanitizing Toys.pdf
/sites/default/files/eh-topics/healthy-homes/Best Practices for Diaper Changing %281%29.pdf
/sites/default/files/eh-topics/healthy-homes/Food Safety in Childcare.pdf
/sites/default/files/eh-topics/healthy-homes/Improving IAQ during COVID-19 %281%29.pdf
https://www.pehsu.net/_Library/_documents/Safer_Disinfectants_Fact_Sheet_English.pdf
https://www.pehsu.net/_Library/COVID_Comics/Entire_Series_-_COVID_Comic_Strips.pdf
https://www.pehsu.net/_Library/COVID_Comics/Entire_Series_non-COVID_Comic_Strips.pdf
/HurricaneSupplemental
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1qOJzNYKbRNnnNHGYCKyyIWL7IugxW4LN
https://wspehsu.ucsf.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/ECECurriculum.pdf
https://cehn.org/download/how-to-choose-a-portable-air-cleaner/
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:33449c0f-29ff-4e44-a1de-5167eda50cdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/key-times-clean-childcare-poster.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/more/science-and-research/surface-transmission.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
/eh-topic/covid-ece-collaborative
https://cehn.org/covid19-resources/
https://www.pehsu.net/Safer_Disinfectants.html
https://www.pehsu.net/Safer_Disinfectants.html
https://www.cleanawaycovid.org/
https://www.naccho.org/programs/our-covid-19-response/environmental-health-and-covid-19-resource-library#Education-Childcare
https://nchh.org/information-and-evidence/learn-about-healthy-housing/safe-cleaning-and-disinfection/


RESOURCE TYPE RESOURCES

VIDEOS  • CHOOSING AND USING DISINFECTION PRODUCTS | NCHH 

 • HEALTHY HOUSING 101:  VENTILATION | NCHH
 • KEEP IT ALL CLEAN TO CLEAN AWAY COVID | ASPHN
 • LIST N SEARCH BY EPA REGISTRATION NUMBER | ASPHN
 • LIST N SEARCH BY ACTIVE INGREDIENT | ASPHN
 • SANITIZE FOOD PREP AREAS | ASPHN
 • USAGE OF MICROFIBER CLEANING CLOTHS | ASPHN
 • WHAT TO DO IF COVID IS IN YOUR HOME | ASPHN

WEBINARS  • APPLETREE COVID-19 SUPPLEMENTAL PROJECT | ASTHO
 • COVID-19 & CHILDREN’S ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH | NACCHO
 • HEALTHY HOMES GUIDE TO CLEANING AND DISINFECTION: KEY MESSAGES | NCHH
 • SAFER CLEANING, SANITIZING AND DISINFECTING IN ECE SETTINGS | PEHSU & CEHN
 • SAFER DISINFECTANT USE – DISINFECTION & STERILIZATION | PEHSU
 • SAFER DISINFECTANT USE – TOXICITY OF DISINFECTANTS | PEHSU
 • SAFER DISINFECTANT USE – HAND SANITIZERS | PEHSU
 • SAFER DISINFECTANT USE – REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH | PEHSU
 • SAFER DISINFECTANT USE – DISINFECTING DEVICES AND BEST PRACTICES | PEHSU
 • VENTILATION IN ECE SETTINGS | PEHSU & CEHN
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9DChpd6DQxc
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DFpN9w5G_M2o&data=04%7C01%7Ccwalker%40neha.org%7Ce308cbe1e2244c4cdac908d941759bf6%7C6f21da2fd84b418793001485f11536c5%7C0%7C0%7C637612797153454598%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=bd2yveLw8h%2FR7a8zRPGxtrFE5wOAcAZVkOzQwMmzTks%3D&reserved=0
https://youtu.be/zn91RBQazrk
https://youtu.be/fQSmJ4BNTkA
https://youtu.be/4ulWcBFhvwc
https://youtu.be/6HPtZ5QPHus
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iD9s8OsN9hI
https://youtu.be/cytgt8tlPwc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tmGdIjeqRYw
https://naccho.zoom.us/rec/play/o6xlCW58AAwvfYXvNm7gKVa9j0nTW3UrYP8jY7Gdt13x5-Ie_f49AAwQOxm4CHmff9-CjviSiMth8vfs.I-Qxj1Jd5hKniPD6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pFX35qG10h4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TXktSrIA-OU
https://www.acmt.net/Safer-Disinfectant-Use-Webinars.html
https://www.acmt.net/Safer-Disinfectant-Use-Webinars.html
https://www.acmt.net/Safer-Disinfectant-Use-Webinars.html
https://www.acmt.net/Safer-Disinfectant-Use-Webinars.html
https://www.acmt.net/Safer-Disinfectant-Use-Webinars.html
https://www.pehsu.net/Early_Care_Education_Webinars.html


APPENDIX B 
Translated Resources

LANGUAGE TYPE RESOURCES

https://www.pehsu.net/_Library/COVID_Comics/Cleaning_and_Disinfecting_Comic_Strips_Families_Amharic.pdf
https://www.pehsu.net/Safer_Disinfectants.html
https://www.pehsu.net/Safer_Disinfectants.html
https://www.pehsu.net/_Library/COVID_Comics/Cleaning_and_Disinfecting_Comic_Strips_Families_Chinese_simplified.pdf
https://www.pehsu.net/Safer_Disinfectants.html
https://www.pehsu.net/Safer_Disinfectants.html
https://www.pehsu.net/_Library/COVID_Comics/Cleaning_and_Disinfecting_Comic_Strips_Families_Korean.pdf
https://www.pehsu.net/Safer_Disinfectants.html
https://www.pehsu.net/Safer_Disinfectants.html
https://www.pehsu.net/_Library/COVID_Comics/Cleaning_and_Disinfecting_Comic_Strips_Families_Portuguese_Brazilian.pdf
https://www.pehsu.net/Safer_Disinfectants.html
https://www.pehsu.net/Safer_Disinfectants.html
https://www.pehsu.net/_Library/COVID_Comics/Cleaning_and_Disinfecting_Comic_Strips_Families_Russian.pdf
https://www.pehsu.net/Safer_Disinfectants.html
https://www.pehsu.net/Safer_Disinfectants.html


LANGUAGE TYPE RESOURCES

SOMALI  • CLEANING AND SAFER DISINFECTING COMIC STRIP | PEHSU
 • SAFER DISINFECTANT USE FACT SHEET | PEHSU 
 • SAFER DISINFECTANT USE INFOGRAPHIC | PEHSU

SPANISH  • CLEAN AWAY COVID THOROUGHLY AND OFTEN | ASPHN
 • CLEAN AWAY COVID WITH CLEAN HANDS | ASPHN
 • CLEAN AWAY COVID WITH THE RIGHT TOOLS | ASPHN
 • CLEAN AWAY COVID - CLEANING & DISINFECTION | ASPHN
 • CLEANING AND SAFER DISINFECTING COMIC STRIP | PEHSU
 • COVID-19: HEALTHY INDOOR AIR QUALITY IN CHILD CARE FACILITIES | CEHN
 • HEALTHY HOMES GUIDE TO SAFE CLEANING AND DISINFECTION | NCHH
 • KEEP IT ALL CLEAN TO CLEAN AWAY COVID VIDEO | ASPHN
 • SAFER CLEANING AND DISINFECTING IN CHILD CARE FACILITIES: COVID-19 (PART I - GENERAL GUIDANCE) | CEHN
 • SAFER DISINFECTANT USE FACT SHEET | PEHSU
 • SAFER DISINFECTANT USE INFOGRAPHIC | PEHSU
 • SAFER DISINFECTION IN CHILD CARE FACILITIES: COVID-19 (PART 2) | CEHN
 • SANITIZE FOOD PREP AREAS VIDEO | ASPHN
 • USAGE OF MICROFIBER CLEANING CLOTHS VIDEO | ASPHN 
 • WHAT TO DO IF COVID IS IN YOUR HOME VIDEO | ASPHN

VIETNAMESE  • CLEANING AND SAFER DISINFECTING COMIC STRIP | PEHSU
 • SAFER DISINFECTANT USE FACT SHEET | PEHSU 
 • SAFER DISINFECTANT USE INFOGRAPHIC | PEHSU
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https://www.pehsu.net/_Library/COVID_Comics/Cleaning_and_Disinfecting_Comic_Strips_Families_Somali.pdf
https://www.pehsu.net/Safer_Disinfectants.html
https://www.pehsu.net/Safer_Disinfectants.html
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:a86813ae-c301-40ec-971a-60c401700c65
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:f49f00ff-bce2-4250-a1b3-6fe507507b7c
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:0e824fb7-6e74-4986-acc7-88da5fe990ce
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:cbf2d004-7d32-407c-be85-9f6a978bb0e6
https://www.pehsu.net/_Library/COVID_Comics/Cleaning_and_Disinfecting_Comic_Strips_Families_Spanish.pdf
https://cehn.org/download/covid-19-calidad-del-aire-interior-en-centros-de-cuidado-infantil/
https://nchh.org/information-and-evidence/learn-about-healthy-housing/safe-cleaning-and-disinfection/guia-de-limpieza-y-desinfeccion/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nal-qAfr48Q
https://cehn.org/download/desinfeccion-mas-segura-en-los-centros-de-cuidado-infantil-covid-19-parte-1/
https://www.pehsu.net/Safer_Disinfectants.html
https://www.pehsu.net/Safer_Disinfectants.html
https://cehn.org/download/desinfeccion-mas-segura-en-los-centros-de-cuidado-infantil-covid-19-parte-2/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8nkGfKlwk28
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pXO0tQOmKTA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zNYeg1wPMA8
https://www.pehsu.net/_Library/COVID_Comics/Cleaning_and_Disinfecting_Comic_Strips_Families_Vietnamese.pdf
https://www.pehsu.net/Safer_Disinfectants.html
https://www.pehsu.net/Safer_Disinfectants.html
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