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The Honorable Andrew Wheeler, Administrator

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Wagshinatoan DC.20460
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Dear Administrator Wheeler:

As national medical societies and 4= HfeiTa e
ogg,lde comments on the U. S Enwronmental Proteotlon Agenoy S proposed ruIe on the Natlonal
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pollution s smaza etrorg-interest in standards that adequately protect our tens of thousands of
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Clear and compelling scientific audidenge aaibad einece EPA’s last particulate matter NAAQGS review
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DRy ndaretopd.Mlormingl: scientific research shows that exposure to PM 2.5 causes
adverse... outcomes at levels far below current standards. These public health impacts are
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Recvclers Ass’n v. EPA,.604 F.3d 613, 618 (D.C. Cir. 2010).

EPA must likewise ‘&z '5e sensitive
srrlesmoerdotioana—Am. Farm Bureau Fed’n, 559 F. 3d at 526. In other words, NAAQS must “be set at a
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New scientific 715
levels far helow the current NAAQS
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fine particle pollution, EPA concluded iiri
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T = exdudenth-thath shagt-term and long-term exposure);

1 nkc g;ﬁglgig bgarf,riﬁgnﬁ“ Qnﬂncflyp Q%arf )

thma. wareenad CARD. inflammation):..

f Likely to cause cancer;

Likely to cause harm to the
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L U.S. EPA, Integrated Science Assessment (ISA) for Particulate Matter (Final Report, 2019). U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, Washington, DC, EPA/600/R-19/188, 2019. Available at
https://cfpub.epa.gov/ncea/isa/recordisplay.cfm?deid=347534.

2 5hi L, Zanobetti A, Kloog |, et. al. Low-concentration PM2.5 and mortality: estimating acute and chronic effects in
a population-based study. Environ Health Perspect. 2016;124:46-52. http://dx.doi.org/10.1289/ehp.1409111.

3 Schwartz J, Bind MA, Koutrakis P. Estimating causal effects of local air pollution on daily deaths: Effect of low
levels. Environ Health Perspect. 2017; 125:23-29. http://dx.doi.org/10.1289/EHP232.
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predominantly Black or African American communities suffered greater risk of premature death
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Emerging links with the COVID-19 pandemic
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that an increase of onIy1 pg/m in Iong -term average exposure to PM 2. 5
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21 Bahin S, Burkom H, Holtry R, et al. Medicaid patient asthma-related acute care visits and their associations with
ozone and particulates in Washington, DC, from 1994-2005. Int J Environ Health Res. 2008;18(3):209-221.
22\Wang Y, Kloog I, Coul BA, Kosheleva A, Zanobetti A, Schwartz JD. Estimating causal effects of long-term PM2.5

exposure on mortality in New Jersey. Environ Health Perspect. 2016;124:1182-1188.
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f  There is a long-sisagigmhameainganinaaitzevidence demonstrating relationships
between long- or short-term PM 2.5 exposures and a variety of outcomes, including
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https://www.lung.org/getmedia/4cf8b993-18b2-4aac-870d-b43cb80f1ba5/epa-proposed-particle-soot-standard.pdf.pdf
https://www.lung.org/getmedia/4cf8b993-18b2-4aac-870d-b43cb80f1ba5/epa-proposed-particle-soot-standard.pdf.pdf
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabproduct.nsf/81DF85B5460CC14F8525849B0043144B/%24File/Independent+Particulate+Matter+Review+Panel+Letter+on+Draft+PA.pdf
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabproduct.nsf/81DF85B5460CC14F8525849B0043144B/%24File/Independent+Particulate+Matter+Review+Panel+Letter+on+Draft+PA.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2020-01/documents/final_policy_assessment_for_the_review_of_the_pm_naaqs_01-2020.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2020-01/documents/final_policy_assessment_for_the_review_of_the_pm_naaqs_01-2020.pdf
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